
Generic Drugs and 
Biosimilars Secure Big 
Savings for U.S. Patients

It’s a staggering statistic: Generic medicines fill nine 
out of every ten U.S. prescriptions.

In 2019, generics saved America’s patients $313 billion—
including $96.1 billion and $48.5 billion in Medicare and 
Medicaid savings, respectively. The last decade has 
seen nearly $2.2 trillion in savings.

Delivering During a Pandemic
The pharmaceutical supply chain has been stressed 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, but the generics and 
biosimilars industry has responded to unprecedented 
demand with strategies that ensured uninterrupted 
access to essential medicines for millions of patients. 

Securing access to the safety, effectiveness and 
affordability of these generic medicines helps patients 
and their families maintain and improve health through 
the pandemic and beyond.

Expanding the Promise of Biosimilars  
Despite obstacles, U.S. biosimilars savings are growing 
steadily, totaling $2.2 billion in 2019 and $4.5 billion  
   over the past 10 years. Biosimilars are projected to save  
      America tens of billions of dollars over the next decade,  
         but only if patients can access them. 
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$96.1B
Medicare Savings

$1,053 per participant

$48.7B 
Medicaid Savings

$770 per participant
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